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Republic Day Message 


Today the country is celebrating the thirty-third anniversary of our 
Republic. This is a day of introspection wherein we recall with gratitude 
the sacrifices made by the noble sons and daughters of our country to establish 
Swaraj and other stalwarts who have provided a sound foundation to develop 
zfree democratic Republic of India. 


Here, in our State, the year that has just gone by ‘was a year of great 
challenges. On one side there was the determination of the Government to 
bring about an all-round development of the State and on the other was the 
flood of an unprecedented fury which greatly undermined our resources and 
severely affected our progress. | must thank the people of Orissa who faced 
the calamities with fortitude and courage and thus helped the Government's 
efforts towards reconstruction and rehabilitation. 


Orissa is a State of great potential. Nature has generously endowed it 
with its bounties in the shape of mineral deposits, forests, rivers and a long 
coast line. The Government have rightly launched a multi-pronged drive for 
all-round development of the State, The liberal incentives offered by the 
State Government have created a much needed atmosphere for industrial 
development in the large, medium and small scale sectors. A number of 
Centrally sponsored schemes have come to our State which will not only 
function as the mother industries, but will provide employment to our people 
through ancillary and auxiliary industries as well. 


There has been new awareness on the part of our agriculturists to take 
advantage of modern methods of Agriculture and thus a new strategy has 
been laid for agricultural development, This includes larger coverage under 
oil-seeds, cash crops and multi-cropping pattern. Government have taken 
steps for executing plans for doubling the irrigation potential and for stepping 
up the power generation to meet the future demands, 


It is heartening to note that the welfare of the Adibasis and Harijans and 
the rural poor has bean given much neaded attention. Schemes under the 


implementation, A special 
Economic Rehabilitation 


of the Rural Poor which has embraced the whole State for a qualitative 


change in the economic condition of the Rural Poor, 


The task of building a new Orissa would call for unstinted CO- Operation 
of people from all walks of life. On this day of National importance, | call 
upon the people of Orissa to tededicate themselves tot 
strong and vibrant Orissa so that it could have its rightful 
other sister States of the country. 


JAI HIND 


(C. M. POONACHA) ° 
Governor, Orissa 


Republic Day Message 


l send my warmest greetings to the people of Orissa on the occasion 
of the 34th Republic Day of our nation. ; 


The Republic Day is a symbol of our democratic tradition, our commitment 
to socialism and secularism. It is also an occasion for our renewed affirmation 
of these cherished ideals. 


The country today is on the cross-roads of Progress. It is marching towards 
economic prosperity under the leadership of our beloved Prime Minister. The 
new 20-Point Programme announced by the Prime Minister is a charter of 
Progress for the nation. Her cal! for greater productivity has found enthusiastic 
response among the people in all walks of life. We in Orissa are fully 
committed to carry out these tasks in letter and spirit. 

Our efforts for developing Orissa and al! facets of her economic, social 
and cultural life are known to al!. The Programmes for expanding the irrigation 
and power potential, agricultural Production and industrial activity have been 
launched with vigour. In the fields of education, tourism and socio-economic 
upliftment of tribals and harijans there is remarkable activity. Our unique 
experiment of economic rehabilitation of the rura! Poor has already transformed 
the lives of thousands of poor people. The Staite is poised for growth. 

On this occasion | would appeal! io al! for their co-operation with the 
Government in its endeavour for progress and Prosperity. 


JAI HIND 


& BAe 


(J. B. PATNAIK) 
Chief Minister, Orissa 


The Cducational €elevision 


“Programme 


Shri P. C. Mohanty 
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On the other side of the globe, at the 
Kennedy Space Centre, Florida, Indja got 
the real benefit of space technology with 
the launching of its first muliipurpose 
geostationary Indian National — Satellite- 
INSAT-IA, on 10th April 1982. The INSAT- 
!A is now located at 74° East Longitude 
over the equator, 25,784 Km. Over India 
in a geostationary obit. It was launched 
from U.S.A. National Aéronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) from its 
launchepad at Cape Canavera! and the 
master control facility at Hassan in Karna- 
taka took over the contro! of the Satellite 
within an hour from the launching time. 
The INSAT-IA is a special nature of Satellite 
according to the Indian needs and c'asigned 
by the Ford Aerospace Communications 
Corporation (FACC) of the U.S.A. The 
Space segment consists of iwo ideniical 
Satellites—One is active and the another is 
spare. The INSAT-IA is the first one and 
is already in the Orbit since Apiil 10, 1982 
and the second Satellite INSAT-IA is under 
Preparation and is scheduled to be launched 
in mid-1983. It will be located at 94° 
East Longitude in the geostationary orbit. It 
will be a stand by and spare Satellite. 
Each of the Satellites is designed to have 
a life span of about seven years jn the 
Orbit. INSAT-IA is moving at a speed 
synchronous with ihe earth. 


India js the sixth country to own a Com- 
munication Satellite after the united States, 
the Soviet Union, Canada, Indonesia and 
Japan. But this Indian domestic Satellite 


% 
I~ 


is unique in character. It will route 
telephone calls, beam television and 
radio programmes and monitor the 
weather forecast and other meterological 
observations. 
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The historical development of Indian 
Satellite is not so far away. Late Dr, Vikram 
Sarabhai, the founder of the Indian Space 
Research Organisaiion (ISRO) visualised 
the potentials and_ possibilities of Satellite 
television as a medium of mass communica- 
tion for Education in India during 1967. 
The Satellite Instructional Television Ex- 
periment (SITE) was a mile-stone in this 


respect. The SITE was carried out with 
the help of the ATS-6 Satellite of the U.S. A. 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion (NASA) during 1975-76. The SITE 
project was intended to communicate 
programmes on _ Education, health and 
hygiene, agriculture, co-operation and 
national integration and these programmes 
were mainly meant for the rural audience 
of nearly 2,330 villages in India scattered 
in 20 districts and six clusters namely 
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Karnatake, Madhya 
Pradesh, Bihar and Rajastan. Following 
the successful implementation ot the SITE 
programmes, the terrestrial television was 
started from 1978 in some of the States of 
India as a SITE continuity programme. But 
India entered the Satellite era in 1975 with 
the launching of the Aryabhata. Again it 
was followed by the Bhaskar-| in 1978. 
In November, 1981, the Bhaskar-Il was 
launched. These Satellites were launched 


will be to provide television service to the 
remote, rural, backward areas having inacce- 
ssible zones, where the developmental pro- 
grammes of the country requires mass-media 
Support. It is therefore decided that the 
instructional objectives of the INSAT-IA tele- 
vision would be the area of the formal and 
non-formal education, agriculture producti- 
vity, health-hygiene, family welfare, national 
integration, etc. In Pursuance of the main 
national objectives of the television progra- 
mmes the following specific programmes 
have been streamlined to achieve the goals — 


—to provide developmental instructions 
in support of extension methodologics 
in the field of agriculture Productivity, 


—to stimulate Participation and involve- 
ment in extension activities which will 
directly benefit the rural people, barti- 
cularly the weaker and the under- 
previleged section, 


with the help of Soviet Union and were 
mainlyZused for meterological Purposes and 
scanning of jearth’s resources. The Indian 
Scientists were building their first experi- 
mental communication — Satellite, Ariane 
Passenger Pay Load Experiment (APPLE) 
and launched in June, 1981 with the help 
ofzAriane Rocket of European Space Agency. 
The Prime Minister's message to the Nation 
on the eve of the Independence Day on 
August 15, 1981 from the Red-Fort in Delhi 
was telecast through the APPLE. 


It has already. been said that the 


; INSAT- 
IA is a |. multipurpose communication Sate- 
lite. The major advantages of this system 
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—io stimulate public interest on news 
and current affairs, games and _ sports; 
and other important events. 


Further the INSAT-IA has iwo ielevision 
broadcast channels one of which will be 
used for Direct Reception Seis (DRS) and 
other TV channel! is to be used for national 
and regional networking of terrestrial trans- 
mitters for Very High Frequency (VHF) 
television sets. The Direct Recepiion Sets 
will receive TV Programmes directly from 
the Satellite with the help of a Specially 
designed TV s€i augmenied by 12 feet 
diameter Chicken-mesh antenna. The 
locally produced TV Programmes wil! be sent 
to the Satellite through earth stations. But 
under the rebroadcast system, Doordarshan 
Kendra will receive the programme from the 
Satellite and rebroadcast for the ordinary 
VHF sets located within the coverage area of 
the Doordarshan Kendra. The television 
programmes through INSAT-IA will Start 
from August 15th, 1982. 


As the INSAT television coverage has 
two iranspondeis, it is possible to telecast 
two TV programmes simulianeously. It plans 
to include 45 minutes of Educational 
Television programmes for ieleschools in the 
morming and an hour-long rural oriented 
programmes in the evening. The morning 
45 minutes telecast from Monday through 
Friday will be devoted to children. There will 
be two programmes of 20 minutes duration 
each, one for children of age-group 5—8 
years and the other for children of 9—11 


Department of Educational Technology, 


SCERT, Orissa, Bhubaneswar. 


years of age-group. The remaining 5 minutes 


will be for changeover. Programmes in 
this chunk .will not be exclusively syllabi 
oriented, but will try to include broader 
prospectives of aims and objectives of 
primary education and will focus more on 
enrichment of school !esson. The Saturday 
programmes is meant for teachers. 


Apart from 60 minutes programmes in 
the evening there will be a common 
nationwide telecast beginning at 9 P.M. 
for 30 minutes of news in English and 
Hindi. As mentioned earlier the evening 
programmes will be primarily based on the 
needs and requiremenis of the focal people, 
determined and assessed through specific 
studies on target audience. 


The INSAT-IA is a massive venture of 
the Government; which involves crores of 
rupees. On the other hand, a number of 
persons at the National and_ International 
level are engaged in it. Its success depends 
upon consumers level of the country. The 
INSAT system  can_ only _ interconnect 
remote areas and island communities to the 
national network which cannot be provided 
by any other alternative high quality 
terrestrial system. 


The children, teachers and people from 
different walk of life should best explore its 
possibilities and potentialities for the 
development of socio-economic condition 
of the country and encourage our future 
scientists to go ahead jn preparing next 
satellites for the nation. ‘ 
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BHIMA BHOI— 


The Poet—Saint 


PSE CES PISS LE LISI SIS CE 
There was a cowherd boy. He was a 
triba!, a Kondha by caste. He was born 
blind. He lived in a hilly area. Every 
Morn he uséd to go out into the deep jungle 
with his cattle and return with them towards 
the evening. When thirsty, he drank the 
water of a brook gargling down the hill, 
The fruits of the jungle were his staple food 
in the day time. One summer evening he 
missed the cattle tract and inadvertently 
fell into a dry well. He cried for help. 
With nightfall there was nobody io come 
to his aid. But his cries and shouts for 
help remained unabated, Early next 
morning, as the people spread out of their 
huts, they flocked to the spot and immedi- 
ately offered him help. By that time the 
boy had transformation. He replied “The 
Lord who looked after me throughout the 
night must take me out of the well. The one 
and only one saviour is He. | know nobody 
other than the only Saviour of my life.” 


All offer of help went in vain. So in 
disgust the people left the place. The boy 
remained strong in his conviction. No 
sufferings could bring despair to his mind. 
He continued to beg for halp only from God. 
At last, at the dead of the nighi, there 
appeared mysteriously a mendicant who 
rescued the boy by stretching his !eg into the 
well. This young boy is Bhima Sen Bhoi, 
simply known as Bhima Bhoij. The mendicant 
was Mahima Gosain, a Mahima Swami. 


The boy Bhima was an orphan. He lived 
in abject poverty. At the age of 7, he was 
in great distress for want of food. He 
tended the cattle in forest and practically 
starved the whole day. He was beaten and 


Prof. Satrughna Nath 
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taken to task for any fault, real or supposed. 
By ihe time he was 14 years old, his_ misery 
was unbearable. li appears as if he was 
thinking. of putting an end to his life. His 
birth is shrouded in mystery. But this is 
what could be discovered from his writings. 
They all tend to show that in the early 
part of his life, his sufferings were 
full to the brim. When food, Clothing 
and shelter were denied, it could hardly be 
imagined if he had any formal education. 


In the first halt 
Mahima Swami 


of the last century, 
propounded the Mahima 


Dharma. Bhima Bhoi was the first and 
foremost . missionary of this Dharma. He is 
ihe “Poet laureate” of the Alekha Cult. His 


rigorous, ethical and monotheistic bhajans 
in Oriya have been thrilling and edifying the 
minds of the millions all over Orissa even 
today. His bhajans have been translated 
into some of the sister languages such as 
Telgu, Bengali, Assamese, eic. Not only that, 
the following tines of his composition express 
compassion and deep love fot humanity : 


“The sufferings of , the humanity, 
the limitless miseries of the 
world— who can ioleraie; 

Lei my life, remain doomed, 

but let the sufferings of the 
Universe mitigate.” 


There is a story as to how Bhima Bhoi 
was initiated into Mahima Cult. lt is said 
that one day ai midnight, while he was fast 
asleep in his hut, the Great Mahima Swami 
arrived there and knocked at his hut. There 
was with him his first Sishya, Sidha Govinda 
Baba. To this, Bhima said in reply, “Who 
are you ? Why do you call me at this 


FY 


hour of the night ?” The Mahima Swami 
said, “by your good: fortune, we have come 
here. Open the door and come out soon”. 
Bhima Bhoi said, “| am blind. If you have 
come because of my good fortune, give me 
back my sight so that | can see you with 
my eyes and know of my previous good 
fortune”. The story goes onto say that he 
got back his eye-sight. He came out of his 
house and saw both the Guru and the 
Sishya who appeared like the Sun and the 
Moon. He fell prostrate at their feet. At 
this, Mahima (Swami) touched his head and 
blessed him. He asked him to get up. 
Further he revealed that the Lord had come 
down to the earth in the human form to 
establish the Satya Sanatan Mahima Dharma. 
He desired that Bhima would be initiated to 
this cult. Then Bhima was extremely happy 
and prayed to be _ initiated. Thus Mahima 
Gosain touched his head and _ initiated him 
to the faith as prescribed. He was endowed 
with poetical powers to write stutis, bhajans, 
jananas, etc. about Mahima Dharma. 


Then Bhima Bhoi prayed that as he had 
already seen the feet of Mahima Swami he 
has no desire to have his eye-sight any 
longer to be immersed in illusions of the 
world, His prayer was granted and he 
became blind again. With his inner sight, 
bestowed on him, the poetic genius 
flourished. Four scribes were appointed by 
Guru Mahima Swami and to them four 
bhajans, generally of six stanzas each were 
dictated by Bhima Bhoi simultaneously One 
Stanza after another, one by one, These 
bhajans and songs remain even today the 
best examples of the Vedant addressed to the 
common man in his day-to-day language 
and uses. Bhima admits’ in many places, 
“lam incapable to say anything, | know 
nothing about the Vedas and Scriptures, My 
Guru prompts me from Within. 


Thus Bhima merged himself j 
Mahima Alekha 
wholly to Him, 


n his Gury 
ted himself 


realiseg and 
€ is every Present 


Principal, Nalini Devi‘ 
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everywhere. He is omniscient. He is always 
kind. So Bhima Bhoi through his poems 
invokes everyone irrespective of Caste, creed 
and other differences to have the non- 
dualistic realisation of God. So he discards 
the presence of an intermediary of any sort 
for spiritual realisation, On the other hand, 
through self-culture and Purification, Pravu 
Param Brahma, both immanent and trans- 


cendental at the same time Can be realised 
then and there, : 


Bhima Bhoi also used 
with cymbals and Kh 
musical instruments available to the 
common man. He was a lay disciple. 
Ponance in the forest away from the din 
and bustle of the worldly life has never 
been advocated in the Mahima Dharma. 
There are the following Orders in Mahima 
Dharma (a) Balkaldhari Para Sannyas Order 
(6) The Kaupindhari Apar Sannyas_ order 
(¢) The Abadhuta (d) The householder 
devotees. They all move about in the 
society with the Practice of Satya, Ahimsa, 
Tyag, Sanjam, etc. The practice of Yama 
and Niyam is given the highest Priority. 


to sing the bhajana 
anjani, the simplest 


The Guru’s com 


Mandments as 
in Bhima Bhoi’s 


reflected 
writings is Carried 


forward 
through the Sannyas order andthe 
Gruhasthashram in 


their thought, Speech, 
writings and action. They Practise rigid 
austerity. But they are simple. 
Bhoi_ teaches 


thus to the follow 
Mahima Dharma as follows :— 


Bhima 
ers of 


h even water is to be 
taken after the sun set till the next 
Sun rise; 

(2) Cleaning the body and taking bath 
early in the Morning, 

(3) Brahma Sharanagati and Darsan 
In the Morning and evening 
(Brahma Muhurtas), 

(4) Reciting Guru Mahima Alekha 
Constantly, 


AS asked for 


; by Mahima i, Bhi 
ef advocated a , Swami, Bhima 
arma, i, 
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Environmental Pollution 
and its Preservation 


Dr. P. C. Pattanaya‘ 
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Introduction 


Eovtronmert is a product of three inter- 
related components, i. e., soil, water and 
atmosphere. These three components 
Should, therefore, be congenial for the flora 
and faunitic life of this planet thereby a 
balanced interaction is maintained between 
life and environment. Certain norms of 
Constitution for these basic components were 
derived by enumerable scientific analysis. 


A slight. permissible deviation depending 
on various factors did not matter much. 
Quantitatively speaking, this margin of 
deviation from the line of norms is too close. 
A little more than this permissible deviation 
in the constitution of the above components 
Poised a serious threat to the flora and 
fauna of this planet. Nevertheless, by the 
passing of time, this deviation is extending 
away from the line of norms compelling 
the flora and fauna to adopt themselves to 
the changed environment. But the capacity 
for adoption of the flora and fauna to this 
everchanging environment has reached the 
point of saturation. So, the ecologists’ of 
the world unanimously warned to prevent 
further pollution of the environment so as to 
ensure the flora and faunitic life of this 
planet to thrive. Lest this planet will 
perish. 


The sources of pollution of the above 
components are dealt separately. But the 
Suggestion for preventive major is considered 
‘together below. 


1. Water—The source of water for this 
planet is the vast oceans now existing on 
the globe. The total water content of these 
oceans has been measured statistically and 
expressed mathematically as 1:4>< 107! Kg. 
and every second fed with 1-410? Kg. of 
water by defferent sources. Before coming 
to the source and effect of water Pollution, 
Indian ocean deserves a special consideration 
in view of jts vulnerable shape and situation. 
The Indian Ocean is the smallest ocean of 
the world so far as water space is con- 
cerned. But one-third of the world 
population inhebit in its 40 literal countries. 
Their life is intimately mingled with the 
ocean economically, politically and = cul- 
turaily. 


Now coming back to the point of 
pollution of the water of the Oceans, this 
is not the ingtanteneous effect of a year or 
two, but it is a cumulative process of many 
thousand years. But lethal effect of the 
pollution had been accelerated during the 
current century. 


A Chinese Scientist H. Y. Yan (1974) has 
Classified the pollutants of Water. But I 
am dealing a few of them. 


1. Of/—Mineral oil is considered to be 
major source of pollution of Oceanic water. 
It has been estimated that approximately two 
million tons of oil is dumped annually into the 
Ocean. This huge amount of oil comes by 
the breakage and spillage of oil wells under- 
neath the Oceanic water. Occasional 


wreckage and breakage of giant oil tankers 
during the transportation of oil from OPEC 
(Oil Producing and Exporting Countries) to 
different oil consuming countries. It is perti- 
nent to point out here that India and Indian 
Ocean are again on a very vulnerable point, 
being situated on the main route of trans- 
portation of oil from persian Gulf to the 
countries situated in S. E. Asia 


including 
Japan. 


Oceanic bed considered to be the lowest 
level on the earth surface and any substance 
falling on its surface ultimately comes to the 
sea and its bed. As such this serves as an 
additional source of population. 


Effect of oil pollution 


The effect of pollution of water by oil 
jis hazardous in méeny ways. But | will 
‘discuss few of them. 


On scientific analysis it was discovered 
that there are 265 different chemical 
‘combinations to form ojl. Though only a 
‘few of them are not harmful, most of these 
‘do harm on different degrees tO the oceanic 
flora and fauna. In an jn vitro and in vivo 
study it was found that the oil mixed with 
water helps to grow a toxic Substance which 
is lethal to all softs of oceanic life. On 
further investigations, the toxic substance 
was found to be the “excited Oxygen”. 


The oi! forms a slick over the Surface of 
water which is its typical physical Property. 
It has been estimated that a ton of oil can 
cover 12 square Kms. of water surface. The 
Oceanographers state that now 20 per cent 
of the visible water surface Constantly 
remain under the cover of oil slick, 


This oil slick hampers ey. 
water and this deprives the at 
collect its quota of water vapour. That 
affects the rain fall, humidity, temperature 
and soon and so forth. It also retards 
exchange of gaseous materials between the 
water and atmosphere, The oil Slick 
prevents inhalation of air needed fo; 
type of fish larvae. In want of sy 
air these larvae perish in their iUvenil 
This may be the cause foy 
species of fish to 
Oceans. In - fact, 
herangus ) has comp 
the Ocean, 


@poration of 
Mosphere to 


ficient 
e life, 


herring fish Upea 


letely disappeateg from 


In course of time this oil solidfies and 
forms globs which gradually sink and ulti- 
mately lie on the Oceanic bed. Some ai 
these globs have been found to be of size 
of a football. There is a large vegetation 
on the Oceanic bed. This vegetation serve 
as the source of food for the fish population 


of the seas. These globs affect adversely 
to the vegetative life Causing famine for the 
fish. 


This might be the Cause of 
of catch in the fishing 
world in the recent Past. 


low rate 
industries of the 


Pesticides 


Not less than 1,000 t 
are Now in use world 
pest species. 
Oceans. 


ypes of Pesticides 
over against 2,000 
This has also Polluted the 


(BY, (DE, amongst the Pesticides 
has taken the Most villiany  rojl in this 


respect. It has been estimated that by 
1970, 2,00,000 tons of D. D. T. has been 
used in this planets. A very conservative 
€Stimation states that one-fourth of this 
quantity is now lying on the Oceanic bed, 
her Pesticides, this 


non- 
biodegradable compound has affected 
adversely the faunitic life of the Ocean. 
Allowed ¢ 


° continue this rate of pollution 


dabte sources of 
Nversion of these 
near future, 


e other unavoi 
Pollution will lead to co 


Oceans to be dead ones in 
Industries 


f Amongst other Sources of Polluti 
industrial Special 
Sand mi 
f the Meditaranian S 

wastes are dum 


ents contain sul 
Ydrogen flouride, a 


Ons, 
attention, 
lls on the 
€a to which 
ped, 


ubstances, These toxic sub- 


All the above 
Ito the flora 


“8 TEIGS 
ats 20:60 % - 


3. Water Vapour ven 1:04.97 

4. Argon, Helium. Neon, 0:80 °% 
Xenon, etc. 

5. Carbondioxide 004% 


Besides the above substances, traces of 
sulphur dioxide, ammonia, Oxone and _ nitric 
acid ate also found. Inthe year 1783, a 
Scientist Cavendish proved that in the 
atmospheric air, this cardinal composition 
was almost constant uniformly throughout. 
But recent analysis showed that the 
proportion of Nitrogen and carbon dioxide 
in the air, collected from different places 
varied. A little change in this composition 
threats life sufficienty. 


The sources of pollution of atmosphere 
are ag follows ; 


1, Automobiles—Pollution of atmosphere 
by automobiles has been greatest hazard. 
From a statistics it is understood that the 
number of automobiles in the world has 
reached the mark of 300 million. The 
statisticians estimate that this number 
will bé doubled by 2,000 A. D. In 
developed countries, the pollution of 
atmosphere in urban areas by automobiles 
only accounts for 609%. An average car 
Produces 800 Kg. of Carbon, monoxide, 
approximately 40 Kg. of nitric Oxide and 
more than 200 Kg. of various hydrocarbons 
in its life time. All these by products are 
injurious to the life. 


Lack of sufficient oil resources in India 
has compelled our authorities to contro! the 
production of automobiles. But this 
Position is likely to change in near future as 
the O. N. G. C. is toiling hard in collabora- 
tion with foreign assistance to make this 
country self sufficient, so far as Crude Oil 
requirement is concerned. If the estimated 
need of 38 million tonnes of oil is achieved 
as committed by the Commission, the 
authorities will be definitely liberal in putting 
this control over the production of auto- 
mobiles in this country. All these vehicles, 
when commissioned to traffic will poise a 
ihreat. 


2. Industries-—In United Siates of America 
alone 30,000 people are affecied by the 
toxic gases released by the Coal tar chemi- 
cal industties, 6,C0,000 by textile dusts, 


8,35,000 by Lead, 1,600,000 by asbestos 
dusis and more than 600,000 people are 
affected by mercury containing substances. 
The above statistics is sufficient to show 
the extent of pollution ot atmosphere by the 
different industries of various types. 


3.. Cooking—Rapid urbanisation compelled 
people to change the traditional method of 
cooking. Under the prevailing circumstances 
coal became = an universally accepted 
commodity for fuel. The biproducts of burning 
the coal became an additiona! burden to the 
atomosphere. 


4. Testing of atomic weapons—tTesting 
of deadly atomic weapons by different 
countries are increasing and this has already 
been proved as hazardous to life. 


Soil 

Ever increasing population is putting 
pressure on land. This has compelled 
people to deforest the land indiscriminately 
giving way for many complex end diversified 
problems in this planet. It is needless to 
stress the fact that forest is responsible to 
maintain a healthy ecological! balance of the 
planet in a number of ways. But one thing 
needs to be emphasized that due to massive 
deforestation, Oxygen-Carbondioxide balance 
is impaired. Soil erosion taking place in this 
planet very fast. Here again a startling figure 
will substantiate my statement and concern 
the readers. The area of Sahara desert is 
extending at the rate of 1,00,000 hectares 
a year, 


Majors Against pollution 

A book The Global Predicament, Ecofogi- 
cal Perspective and World Order, published 
by the North Carolina Press (1979) isa 
good reference book inthis aspect. But 
one suggestion that economic assistance to 
underdeveloped and poor couniries will help 
them economically and would protect the 
pollution of the environment of USA is a 
mysiery. However this being a problem of 
the Globe needs the combined effort 


of 
authorities at International level. 


Many counities have adopted rules and 
regulations against such pollution at the 
National Level. The article 18 of the Consti- 
tution of U.S.S.R.is a good example end 
can be quoted here “In the interest of the 


present and future generations necessary 
steps are taken in the USSR. to Protect and 
make scientific, rational use of the land and 
its mineral and water resources and plant 
and animal! kingdoms to preserve the purity 
of air, water and soi! to ensure reproduction 


of natural wealth and improve the human 
improvement.” 


This has reflected in the enforcement of 
the laws in USSR. In the month of June, 
1981, USSR passed two Acts in the light 
of the above Articles. 


1. Atmospheric Air Protection Act. 


2. Preservation and use of the Animal 
World. 


In China, a National Conference on 
Environmental Protection was called by 
Chairman Mao Tse Tung himself which 
was held in Beijing in the year 1873. The 
result of the conference was Publishe 
State derectives resulting 
ment of Environmental 
at Nationa! Level! 
modest beginning 
censuring 167 
couniry, 


das 
in the establish- 
Protection Office 
in the yeat 1974. This 
did tremendous job by 
Industrial Enterprises of ihe 


1. Developed counitries use air 
Units which is not feasible 
countries. 


Purification 
in developing 


2. Treatment and fecycling of industria} 
wasie an effluents may be looked into as 
@ major against pollutio 
While setting up the 
Sector, they may be 
extra investment. 


Range Investigation Officer 
Clinical Investigatio 
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3. Massive programme of aforestation is 
4 most feasible project in our country. 


4. Recent studies by the Pollution 
Research Laboratories of the Colleges of 
Agriculture, University of Calcutta show that 
plants are good filters of dusts from the 
atmosphere. These group of Scientists 


have also found the. individual Capacity to 
filter as such alist of 


€ dusts will also 
ies. 


is a feasible 
n this country 
6. At present world-wide 
going on to find out an al 
the automobiles 


research is 
ternative fuel for 
which will reduce the 
pollution of atmosphere. R. Stitling, a 
British Scientist discovered ap internal 
combustion engine which 
Noiselessly and can 
including Nuclear one 
Short-comings for 
tO use TCi 


Population growth and 


_ pattern Sl. lamdowapelisation ices 


Indian economy is basically agricultural 
and more than 80 per cent of her total 
Population—the village dwellers depend on 
agriculture. The situation therefore, compels 
to put more emphasis on agricuitural 
development which is again confronted 
With the greatest limitation—the limited land 
resources. The limited supply in land js 
again adversely affected by increasing 
pressure of population. 


The national growth rate is amazing, 
During the decade, 1971—81, the popula- 
tion growth has recorded a_ big jump from 
548 million to 684 million—the rate of 
Growth being 24:8 per cent. With limited 
land resources, it is necessary to adopt the 
other alternative—increase in the producitvity 
of land to meet the basic requirements 
of this massive growth of population. The 
increase in productivity of land can be 
only achieved by adopting new technology 
in the field of cultivation. 


This small paper is an attempt to analyse 
the relationship. between the growth of 
population and pattern of land utilisation 


in the State of Orissa from 1970-71 to 
1976-77. 


In this paper, two hypothesis have been 
built up.— 


(a) An increase in population and a 
disproportionate land—man ratio will 
compel the adoption of advanced technology 
in the agricultural sector. 


Shri B. C. Das* 


SHRIEK > 


(4) The adoption of mechanised pattern 
of cultivation wiil reduce the strength of the 
agricultural labourers and at the same time 
will create more of employment in non- 
agricultural sector. 


This paper proposes to , discuss the 
relationship between populatjon growth and 
changes in the pattern of land utilisation 
and its impact on cultivators and agricultural 
labourers, in two separate sections, followed 
by the concluding observations, The data 
used in this paper have been borrowed 
from Census Report and Statistical Hand 
Book. 


In this section, it is proposed to discuss 
the changes in the pattern of land utilisa- 
tion with the increasing population. 


Population and Geographical area 

The State of Orissa located in the 
eastern part of India, covers an area of 
155,707 Sq. Kms. and it js predominantly 
rural. It has now a population of 26,272,054 
as per the 1981 Census. Although the 
total geographical area has remained 
constant at 155°4 lakh hectares from 
1961-62 to 1976-77, the population has 
registered an amazing growth during the 
two decades between 1961—1981. The 
growth rate of 1971 —1981 (19:72 perc 
iS Comparatively less than the growth 
of two earlier Census, 


ent) 
rate 
One of 1961—1974 


*The author expresses his deep sense of gratitude to 
Suggestions. 


Dr. S.N. Rath, Prof, of Pol, Sc., Vanivihar for his kind 
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(25:05 per cent) and another of 1951—61 
(19°82 per cent). 


nsity of population in Orissa in 
ee aneR tecorded at 169 persons 
per square Km. against 144 in the 1971 
Census. Among the districts, Cuttack and 
Boudh--Khandmal (Phulbani) respectively 
record the highest (414 persons) and 
lowest (64 persons) density of Population 
per square Km. The increase in density 
of population clearly shows that the 
population pressure on land has increased. 


As stated earlier, Orissa is a rural State 
and about 88 per cent of its total popula- 
tion live in her 51,639 villages. 


National canvas, the rural areas of Orissa 
constitute the poorest of all Secause more 


than 62 per cent of the rural population 
live below the poverty line. 


One of the reasons of our economic 
backwardness is the dependence of our 
vast rural population on agriculture. While 
88 per cent of Orissa’s Population depend 
on agriculture directly or indirectly, a little 
more than 74 per cent of the total working 
forces of the State are engaged in agricul- 
ture as cultivators and agricultural labourers. 


In order to Study the distribution of 
Population—Pressure on the 


different types 
of land, it is necessary to 


make a review 
Orissa has the largest percentage of of the land, utilisation pattern On the State 
population below the poverty line. On the given below. 
TABLE | 
Area under land utilisation in Orissa (area shown in 309 hectares) 
Year Forest Other Current Perma- Culti- Tree & Net Net Total = Culti- Culti- 
ea fallow fallow nent vable grover availa- area cropped vated vable 
Pasture Waste bies for sown area area area 
Cultiva- 
tion 
(1) (2) SORES OREO) RRR EDL (7). is) CAO) 11), 42) 
1976-77.. Area aot ae ee eH meee 827° 6677 7,209 6595 7,032 
Per cent ar Dee : 80 315 5:32 3782 46:39 42-44 45°25 
; 725° «771 ¥ 
1970-71... pies 420) '08i, eal he gi pe neds 6120 7,753 6744 7,610 
1160 3938 49-91 4340 48:97 
eographical area of tha State : 2 
(Total geog (8) Land not available for cultivation — 
1,554,000 hectares). his includ 
B 7 neludes absolutely barren lands and 
Sources—Agrticultural Census Report UNCcultivable lands like Mountain deserts etc 
(1970-71 and 1976-77) ey ae covered by roads bridges, buil- 
H ‘ F 'Ngs, Railways and F ; 
Key—(1) Cultivated area Net area tural Purposes. water for Non-agricul- 
sown- current fallow. 5 
ae ; t ma I i ‘ 
(2) Cultivable area—Cultivateg area Perianene a's0_ include Cultivable waste, 
Other fallow-+-cultivable waste, under PileeS ligne grazing land and lands 
aneous tre 
(3) Total cropped area—Net area sown In 1970 ane €s and Crops, 
“/1, the 
-+Area sown more than once. Out to 1,804 AiSah a Of land worked 
(A) Forest—The total area Covered by 'educed 827 ®Ctares which was 
forest was 4,975 thousand hectares in 1976-7 This | re hectares in 
1970-71 which gradually increase to 5,877 lands are ow rf pall shows that such 
thousand hectares by 1976-77, showing an Cultivatio, creasingly brought under 
increase of little Wels ey 18 per cent. Similarly h 
Its ratio with population has €creased from the d ki ; 
22:67 heciares for every 100 Pefson jn igauted 1,1 Rei pf land which 
1970-71 to 22:36 hectares in 1976-77. 70-7 Squeezeq nd hectares in 
in 1976.77 ed up to 4 


———— 


— = 


Added up together, the total lands not 
available for consolidation which came to 
2,960 thousand hectare in 1970-71 was 
reduced to 1853 thousand hectares within a 
short span of 6—7 years. This must have 
been due to reclamation of waste lands. 


Tha ratio of such land not available for 
cultivation per 100 person was 13°48 hectares 
in 1970-71 was reduced to 7:05 hectares 
in 1970-76 and certainly this was a good 
sign to show that reclamation helped to 
increase the quantum of cultivable lands. 


(C) Cultivable Lands—In order to properly 
assess the extent of available cultivable 
lands, it is considered 
the extent of total 


relevant to consider 
cropped area which is 
the total of net area sown and area sown 
more than once. 


We give in the table below the year-wise 
data of the total cropped erea and the 
cropping intensity for five years from 
1974-75 to 1978-79. 


TABLE 2 
(Total Cropped area and cropping intensity percentage) 


(In ‘000 hectares) 


themselves, Except in the lone Case of 
1975-76, in other four years the net area 
sown, the area sown more than once and 
the total cropped area indicated a proper- 
tionate increase. The cropping _ intensity 
has also shown a similar tise. The area 
Sown more than once has_ registered a_ rise 
of 106°6 per cent between 1974-75 and 
1978-79 and the number of persons per 100 
hectare or total Cropped area increased from 
317 in 1974-75 to 368 in 1978-79 showing 


a decrease in the individul share of the total 
cropped area. 


The increase in the quantum of the 
cropped area for 1974-75 to 1978-79 was 
probably due to (a) better facilities or irriga- 
tion, and (4) use of high-yielding variety 
seeeds. 


The net area sown which constituted 


about 37:24 per cent of the total geographi- 
cal area in 1960-61, got a marginal riso to 
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Year Net area sown Area sown Total cropped Per cent of cropping 
more than once area intensity 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1974-75 5,719 1.411 7,130 124-67 
1975-76 6,137 1,596 1,733 12607 
1976-77 5,877 1,832 7,209 122:07 
1977-78 5,997 1,934 7,931 ' 132'69 
1978-79 6,097 2,178 8,275 135:72 
The figures in the table above explain 39:38 per cent in 1970-71 and suddenly 


registered a fall to 37:82 per cent in another 
6 years in 1976-77, 


The productivity of land — for raising 
different crops determines the efficiency of 
crop production. The productivity increase 
may be attempted through several ways, such 
as technological advancemeni, application 
of better seeds and fertilisers. irrigation 
facilities and plant protection meihods, 


The increase in productivity in Orissa? is 
too slow and that works out to only 10 per 
cent from 1960-61 to 1870-71. 
that the concentration of agricultural input 
like fertiliser consumption, assured water 
supply etc. was much less. Added to this, 
the slow mechanisation of agriculture could 
not make _ suffiecient headway in the 
direction of better agricultural production. 


This shows 


The growth in agricultural production has 
been rather very slow for the State. It is. 
1°93 per Cent for food grains, 10°74 per cent 


for non-food crops and only 3:42 per cent 
for all cfops per annum during 1960-61 and 
1970-71. 


Changes in the cropping  paitern and 
production of rice from 1960-61 to 1975-76 
have been shown below:— 


TABLE 3 
Crop—Rice 
Year Area in ‘000 Per cent of Production in Average yield per 
hectares increase “000 tonnes hectare (in quintal) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1960-61 3,785 3,729 9°85 
1970-71 4,471 18:12 4.341 9:70 
1975-76 4,684 476 4,532 9-67 


The figures shown above clearly indicate 
that as the total areain “O00 hectares under 
rice cropping has shown an_ increase by 
18:12 per cent from 1960-61 to 1970-71 
and by 4:76 per cent from 1970-71 to 
1975-76, the average yield Per hectare 
has shown a marginal fall from 9-85 quinials 
in 1960-61 to 9°70 quintals in 1970-74 and 
9°67 quintal in 1975-76, 


Input on Cultivators ang 


Agricultural 
Labourers. 


During the Census in 1971, 
tural class consisted of two m 
(a) cultivators, and (4) agricult 


the Agricul. 
ain groups— 
ural labourers 


broad cate ; 


Total Workers 


1961 1971 qg9a7 
(1) (2) (3) (ay 

Pi A == 

Total— ~ 

Total S8166'31-2>. . ao.95 
Male 60-75 55-32 54-38 
Petals e008" 681 “toga 
Sa = 


goljes during 7961 


and both of them come under 
majority of economically active gto 


The 1981 Census has carr 
phrase ‘Main Workers’ which include culti- 
vaiors, agricultural labourers, household 
industry and other workers. Who is a 
Cultivator? A cultivator is one who is 


engaged in cultivation of land owned or 
held from Government or Private persons 
for Payment in money, kind or share. The 
Cultivation algo includes supervision or 
direction of Cultivation, 


Distinguished fro 
agricultural 


the vast 
up. 


ied a new 


™M cultivator, stands the 


in money, kind or 
K in the cultivation. 


(per Cent) and thejr dist 


ibuti i 
nee and 1981 Cais. <8 
Sa _ 
Culti 5 
1961 me OURS — Agricultural Labourers 
1971 7983 ee ee 
5 
(6) gy i no 
24-8 
a Lo evan 883 9-08 
2916 27-94 
1330 1.36 918 1401 12-28 


Total Workers Cultivators Agricultural Labourers 
1961 1971 1981 1961 1971 1981 1961 1971 1981 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
Rural— ; 
Total 4407 31:29 33:19 2629 16:54 17-21 7:87 945 9:97 
Male 61:02 55:79 5511 38:73 31°65 31:44 978 15:11 13:59 
Female 27°38 683 11:27 14-04 1°46 2:98 5:99 380 635 
Urban— 
Total 37°52 30-44 31-11 2:75 2:35 214 0-87 206 244 
Male 57:21 50:63 49:35 422 415 369 14:21 3:03 3:27 
Female 1312 656 7-70 094 023 033 0-44 0-91 1:46 
' TABLE 5 


Sexwise distribution of Main Workers in 


rural/urban areas duting 1977 and 1981 Census 


1971 


1981 
Total Population 2,194,615 Total Population 26,272,054 
Toial Male Female Total Male Female 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
T. 6,850.651 6,107,993 742,658 8,623,646 7,207,498 1,416,148 
R. 6,288,831 5,601,630 687,201 7,688,645 6,383,039 1,305, 606 
U. 561,820 506,363 55,457 ' 935,001 824,459 110,542 
TABLE 6 
Proportion of workers in relation to Main Workers on the basis of 1981 Census (percentage shown in brackets) 
Main Workers ___ Cultivators Arl, labourers = 
Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 
T 8,623,646 727,498 1,416,148 4,052,872 3,703,344 349, 528 2,384,626 1,628 
3/03,; » 384, I 147 756,479 
0 1 2 | . Ly . O/ . 0 2 . 
(100%) — (183*57) (16°43) 47% 51°38% 24-68% 27°65% —22'59% (53-42% 
R 7,688,645 6,383,039 1,305,606 3,986,523 2,308,932 
39% 74% 15% = 452% 26°77% 
U 935,001 824,459 110,542 66,349 75,694 
11% = -9°57% 1°43% 0°77% 0-880 
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As the figures reveal during 1981 Census, 
8,623,646 persons have been recorded as 
main workers against 6,850,651 workers 
during 1971 Census. This works out to 
38°82 percent of the ioial population 
against 31:22 per cent of the last decade. 
The percentage of female population of total 
workers recorded an increasing trend, ie., 
10°88 per cent in 1981 against the low figure 
of 6°81 per cent of 1971. In rural areas, the 
percentage of female workers have also 
shown a remarkably upward trend. 
Peculiarly enough 11:27 per cent of the 
female main workers are rural based as 
against 6°83 per cent during 1971. 


re In proportion to the total Population of 
the State the break up of the main workers 
in 1981 and in 1971 is as follows :— 


1981 1971 
(a) Cultivators... 15:42 15:35 % 


(6) Agricultural 908% 8:83 
labourers. 


(c) Other workers 832% 704% 


= ——s 
Total main 32:82 °/ 31:22%/ 
workers. 

The figures given above distinct} 
an increasing trend of the perce 
sultivators, agricultural labourers and othey 
workers in 1981 over the Cotresponding 
figure of 1971 in relation to the total 
Population. But the margine ot increase in 
the population of cultivators between 1971 
and 1981 is only 0:07 per cent in Comparison 
to the other two Categories of workers 
where the increase is recordeq at 0:25 per 
cent and 1:28 per cent Tespectively, 


"Nearly 75 per cent of the total Working 
force of the Siate are Cultivators ang agricul. 
tural labourers. In respect Of the Cultivators 
the 1981 Census records advisible increase 
of female cultivators from 19-98 per o 


cent j 
1971 to 2468 per cent ang Patticutarly 


Y shows 
Ntage of 


Reader in Political Science 
and Teacher fellow 

Vikas Nagar 
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districts like Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Phulbani, 
Koraput and Ganjam have revealed higher 
Percentage of female cultivators than the 
State, average recorded at 24-68 per cent. 
Similarly females’ Participation as agricultural 
labourers is More in Mayurbhanj, Balasore 
Bolangir, Kalahandi, Koraput and Ganjam 
districts. The State level figure reveals that 


agricultural labourer, 


f times of the male 
Such an increasing 
he female cultivators 
€r goes to show that 
Tward “to assist the 
Mic struggle”, 


To sum up, Population growth 


has caused 
a lot of problems j i 


structure of the State. The Sno ee 
tion has increased two-fold during the last 
80 years. The Per Sq. Km. density of 
Population has also Jiven tise to unbalanced 
and-man ratio, 

(i) The agriculture has to be modernised 
to obtain 


increased Production to provide 
food for the additional Population; but the 
agriculture j i 


Se €d with advanced technological 
k Ow. there is no dazzling 


has also 


Ot advanced much 
Sector 


SO as to Provide a 


ive for emp} 
Sta Ployment for t 
posting Percentage of i die 
abourers, agricultural 
(Vv) Otissa’s 
€conom . a 
ba j y Is a 
ak sed and Village oriented Sricultural 


or advance 4 
ments on their lang, “Chnological invest= 


A SAGE FOR OUR TIMES 


C, Mathew Chandy 
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difference. His message 
of life and 
Kerala, 
obscurantist. 


| 
Shri Narayan Guru (1855—1928) was a sage with a | 
was universal—one 

religion, one God for mankind. He offered a Philosophy | 
| 


caste, one 


action that has transformed the society in 
Shri Narayan Guru was neither a 


revivalist nor an 


His thought was progressive as symbolised in 
the installation of a mirror in place of the deity in the 
temple that his people built. 
was on the renewal of society rather than on revival. 


The emphasis in his thought 


In India we have had all categories of 
Sages, idealists of the. Upanishads, the 
materialist Lokeyatikas, the hedonistic tant- 
tiks, the great synthesiser of the Gita, 
the nondualist Shankara and numerous 
others of varying schools of thought. For 
some, the world is real, for others it is 
an illusion. The Lokeyatikas would accept 
as reality only such things as can be 
verified through the senses, Is the conscious 
Self real ? They would say that it is 
Just like the intoxicating quality of liquor. 
Individual ingredients of a drink may not 
be intoxicating but the combination of 
these ingredients generates the phenomenon 
of intoxication. So also a certain combina- 
tlon of matter creates the phenomenon 
of consciousness or the so called soul. 
This line of thought has its western 
Counterpart in the concept of creative 


evolution. Hydrogen and Oxygen taken 
Separately do not have the qualities of 
water 


like wetness and liquidity but when 


they combine, a new phenomenon water 
'S created. 
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The tantrik is aot enamoured of merging 
with the brahman. ‘! want to eat sugar; 
| do not want to become sugar’, is his 
motto. Both these categories of thinkers 
who accept the world as real are justified 
in seeking to reform it. But when it 
comes to the pure idealists, we are con- 
fronted with an apparent coniradiction. 
If the world is unreal, if it is just a 
passing phase and if the ultimate aim is 
to be liberated from it, why bother about 
improving it ? 


In the grand synthesis of the Gita, action 
to improve the world is justified and 
recommended on condition that we act 
without attachment, without feeling as_ if 
we are either the subjects or objects 
of action. 


Shankara did not altogether dismiss the 
world as unreal but admitted that it is valid 
if not real, that it has vyavaharika satta. 


As we come to modern times, we find 
yogis who show greater concern for this 


world and recommend earnest action to 
serve suffering humanity. Vivekananda urged 
the youth to be strong and healthy and 
suggested that salvation was _ perhaps 
easier to attain through football than through 
Vedanta. | want to be born again, and again, 
he said, so that | can serve the suffering. 
He-was in no hurry to escape from the 
cycle of births and deaths and merge in 
the godhead, for, there was a job tobe 
done here below. Buddha too prescribed 
rules of conduct for living in this world 
and was not overly obsessed with the 
other world. 


~-venomea 
The apparent contradiction mentioned 
earlier is encountered in Christianity also. 
If life on earth is but a brief sojourn, why 
try to reform the world; better it is to 
renounce it and confine yourself to some 


cloister and be engaged all the time in 
refining your individual soul. Recent 
innovations in Christian theology have, 


however, tried to resolve the contradiction. 
Liberation theology which originated in 
South America, maintains that to renounce 
the world means to renounce it as we 
find it—full of inequities—and io Create a 
better world. Salvation is not to escape 
from the world but to rid the world of 
injustice. Christian thinkers have openly 
said that as long as there is injustice there 
will be violence and as long as there is 
poverty, there will be injustice. so we had 
revolutionary Christians like Camillo Torres. 


But why as all the way to 
America ? Back home in Kerala 
100 years ago, a great Hindu 
Narayan, reverently called 
expounded a most revoluti i 

tion of traditional Hindu teint pare: 
about reforming Society with all the eat 
an activist. Sree Narayan accepted j iat 
the nondualist Philosophy of Sih 
but unlike Shankara, took it to its fue 
practical implications. If orcel 
paramatma permeates all 
there is no room for cast 
Verses attributed 


9 South 
lived just 
Sage, Sree 
“Guru”, who 


e 


s » May have 
polations. Any way, Shankara a 


known to have led a Movem 
caste, Sree Narayana did 4 
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For Narayana Guru, all beings that can 
mate with each other form one caste. 
So mankind forms one caste. Religion 
means man’s relationship with God and 
if there is but one God, there can be only 
one religion. Hence the majestic message 
of Narayan : ‘One caste, one religion, one 
God for mankind”. In those who jealously 
maintained their different religious identities, 
he said, “‘No matter what religon you 
profess, it suffices if it makes a better man”. 
No other Indian has made statements so 
bold, so universal in application. Even 
Gandhiji justified caste in its pristine form 


as division of labour. Gandhiji did not 
envisage the obliteration of religious 
boundaries. He only said, “| want a 
Christian to be a better Christian, a Muslim 


to be a better Muslim and a Hindu to be 
a better Hindu’. Sree Narayana 


went 
much farther and encouraged 


intermarriage 


and interdining. He Personally presided 
over the first inter-religious marriage 
between an Ezhava gentleman (avarna 
Hindu of Kerla) and a German Christian 
lady. 

Born in it 
ea ae Ezhava community whose 


: onsidered Avarnas and were 
Into Savarna 


into these 
People to build their 
Challenging the Brahmin 
@ non-Brahmin and an 
Nsecrated the first temple 
and thtew it open to all 


Own temples. 

Monopoly, he, 
avatna, himself oo 
built by Ezhavas 


expediency 
Wami’s ideal of 


bei i 
"9 accessible to Men of all 


teligions and castes 


_ Was dedicated to the 
leaming Ss The last 


-Sarada 
5 2 
Toonsectated had for its deity, 
Who goes to worship. 


iis at himself and see in 

installed. mo diving, o ; 

“CIN place of the deity: 

the a etter practical demonstta- 
advaita Concept anal 


brahmasmi ? Could there be a creater 
vindication of the Christian idea that the 
‘Kingdom of God is within you ? and_ that 
‘God made man in His own image ?’ 
Herein lies ihe universality of the Guru's 
thought. 


It should be remembered that even Cha- 
ttampi Swamikal (The rogue saint) with 
whom Sree Narayana was associated in 
earlier days, had written a book called 
Kristhumata Vichhedam (The Slashing of 
Christianity). Another great reformer, Daya- 
nanda Saraswati, in his book ‘Satyartha 
Prakasam’, denounced both Christianity 
and Islam. But the sage of Kerala chose 
to setin motion forces that would unite 
father than divide. He called fraternity 
conference; he organised a_ Parliament of 
Religions. And at the entrance to the 
venue of the conference were inscribed these 
words, “Not to argue and win, but to learn 
and let learn.”, 


Narayana Guru’s approach was const- 
fuctive and positive. He organised and 
electiified his downtrodden community and 
Spurred them on to action: urged them to 
work hard, prosper, be clean and healthy. 
Inspired by him, they built educational insti- 
tutions and hospitals. Ezhavas, constituting 
the largest chunk of Hindu society in Kerala, 
are today a force to be reckoned with. From 
among them have come one of Kerala’s 
greatest Poets, Kumaran Asan, two Chief 
Ministers, C. Kesavan and R. Shankar, two 
Chief Justices and many men of eminence 
in different walks of life, 
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It is not only the Ezhava community that 
benefited from the Guru’s teachings and 
leadership. Sree Narayan has proved to be 
a catalyst of social change in Kerala. Only 
a few decades ago Harijan children in 
Government Primary Schools were made to 
sit on the floor while their Savarna class- 
mates occupied the benches. Today the 
Harijans and members of backward commu- 
nities walk tall and hit back if they are hit. 
The kind of atrocities witnessed in some 
other Indian States can never happen in 
Kerala. Such is the sweeping — social 
change and _ political transformation that the 
State has undergone. The Ezhava commu- 
nity today has a Political weight which 
gives to Kerala’s society a tilt on the side 
of progress. Even the lowliest among men 
seem to have taken the Swami’s message 
seriously and benefited from it: “Educate 
and get liberated, organise and be strong”. 


There is an urgent need to Project 
this revolutionary sage at the national level. 
It is not merely a matter of national Pride. 
Here was a Hindu yogi who. while remain- 
ing in the mainstream of the great Indian 
tradition, provided a philosophy of life and 
action that would change society for the 
betier, that could unite men. Among his 
disciples are atheists and rationalists through 
the Guru himself was a devout believer, | 
have not yet seen an individual who is 
spiritually greater than Sree Narayana” , 
said Rabindranath Tagore. What marks 
Narayana Guru out from others is that he 
was not a revivalist or obscurantist, His 
emphasis was on renewal. 


Orissa’s Governor and Elder. Statesman 


Shri C. M. Poonacha 
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Dr. Madhu Upadhyaya 
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line Governor of Orissa, Shri C.M. ences 
is a warm and affectionate person cit ee 
with energy and a deep concern for the we 
poor. Recently | was fortunate to abs, 
him for a detailed interview, one o wn 
rare ones he agrees to as he Is not tice 
interester in Projecting himself. I nee ue 
radiantly fresh in his cream, ieee ue 
answered my questions with bot ; 
tion and humour. The following are excerpis 
from the interview: 


Q: Where did you spend your early 
years and what were your ambitions as a 
young student ? 


A: | come from a family of farmers and 
Coffee planters in Coorg district of Karna- 
taka State and spent my early years there, 
As a student | was very keen on bec 
a Doctor of Medicine but before ! could 
complete my College education | was 
deeply involved in the freedom Movement, 


oming 


Q: As a freedom fighter what wi 


ere your 

activities ? 
A, We were given specific assignments. 
| edited and published two Papels, “The 


Veer Bharat and “Sarpastra”. These were sten- 
cilled, cyclostyled and Secretly distributed 
to other workers and through them to other 
districts and Siates, Similarly We received 
papers and publications from different Parts 
of the country to enthuse, inspire and guide 
us. | was also an active Sevada/ Volunteer 
under the leadership of Dr. Hardikar and 
organised the studenis and youth for our 
work, 
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Q: Did the police harras. 


S and trouble 
you in those days ? 


A: Yes, Very much. All 
had to be conducted s 
the Police found our 
the machines and pape 


Our activities 
y but ultimately 
hideout, Confisc ated 
"Ss and arrested us- 


Q: What are Your 


ecret| 


recollection of jail 
life ? 


we were chained and tied 
with our hands Stretched over Cur heads 
for several hours. We were als 

to Solitary fi 9 


90 subjected 
Several months 

But we were 
( Of freedom and we 
believed Strongly that/thro 


ugh our Suffering 
we were laying the foundati inni 
aes ation for winning 


Confinomon: <= 


interesting 
™M Movement : Can 
? 


A: 

India Cona.ne Mteed attended the All 
After o"ess Commi ‘80 Segsigngs regularly. 
Carry =P Uch Session | was asked to 

harwarp Papers and literature to the 
train eee Congress Office. The 

a attived fte; 7 . 

at the ae te alter mid-night 
Ore allway Station. The District Congress 
| Catrieg dite Close to the station and 
Near the Aa 2nd papers to it, Just 
ihe Ofics were that the lights in 
| 


; on P 
Sleeping jin S and 4 


OM. Quick! 
° @ trap 


Police-man was 
Y realising that | 
retraced my steps 


and hurried back to the Railway Station. 
After spending the night on the platform 
I went to Hublj the next morning. Shri 
Gangadhar Rao Deshpande, one of our 
important leaders was overjoyed to see me, 
saying that the Dharwar Congress Office 
had been taken over by the police who were 
waiting to arrest me, That indeed was a 
narrow escape. 


Q: Did you not think of a career or a 
future for yourself, when you were in the 
freedom movement ? 


A: The freedom fighters ‘career and 
future lay in the winning of freedom for the 
Country. Our leaders set us shining example 
by precept and practice and we followed 
them whole-heartedly. 


Q: What about your family ? Did they 
not object ? 


A: Yes, they did, for some time. Later 
they also realised that the task we had 
undertaken was a noble one and en- 
couraged us. 


Q: Please tell me something about 
Coorg and how you entered public life ? 


A : Coorg was predominantly a Euro- 
pean setilemant and many Coffee & other 
planters had made it their home. It had a 
Legislative Council consisting of some 
elected and some nominated members. 
When elections were held to the Council 
| was elected as a member. Later whan tha 
Constituent. Assembly was formed and 
required elected representatives from Legis- 
lative Councils as members | was fortunate 
to be selected, 


Q : What were the important positions 
held by you ? 


A : After the Constituent Assembly was 
disolved | was nominated as a member of 
the Rajya Sabha from 1959 to 1963, from 
Karnataka State. | worked as Chairman 
of the State Trading Corporation and this 
Was a mMosi siimulating. experience. After 
my term I returned to my home State to 
look after my aged mother and family. One 
evening the children were listening to film 
music on Radio Ceylon. I scolded them 
and suggested that they should listen to a 
discussion on productivity which was 
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scheduled on All Ind’a Radio. A little late 
the News Bulletin in English, cam2 on th2air 
announcing the resignation of Shri T. T. 
Krishnamachari as Finance Minister, appoint- 
ment of Shyi Sachin Chaudhury and Shri 
C. M. Poonacha as Minister and Minister of 
State for Finance respectively. This came 
as a very pleasant surprise indeed. The 
Deputy Commissioner of Coorg, Mr. Siddaiya ° 
Puranik came to me ait 7 a.m. and informed 
that | must reach Delhi the next day to 
take up my appointment. This was the first 
official confirmation | had of the news. 


Q: What do you recollect 
Ministerial days ? 


of your 


A: 1 recall a most poignant and tragic 
incident, over which | have still not got over 
completely. Soon after our swearing-in- 
ceremony, the Prime Minister, Shri Lal Bahadur 
Shastri left for Taskent. We saw him off 
at the Air port little realising that this was 
the last time we would be meeting and 
speaking to him. Within two or three days 
the body of Shastriji returned and | was 
badly shaken up by this tragic loss which 
was also deeply personal. 


Q: That was indeed very sad : 
were the other portfolios held by you ? 


What 


A : | was incharge of the Transport and 
Railway portfolios also. These were challen- 
ging assignments and whatever | have been 
able to do is known. 


Q : Coming to the present, you recently 
mentioned about integrated area develop- 
ment for large industries. So far we 
have been thinking about integrated rural 
development only and your concept of 
applying it to large industry is interesting 
and original. 


A _: Large industries should not become 
an oasis ina poor area, leaving the area 
andits people unaffected. This will lead 
to disenchantment and frustration and_ will 
not enthuse the local peoplé. Large 
industries must draw up an “Integrated 
Programme of Development” for the area 
providing maximum training and employment 
Opportunities for the local people. Thus 
large industries will contribute directly to 
the upliftment of the area and provide a 
better life to the people. 


Q : What are your views on our current 
problems and ashievem2nts ? 


A : 1 feel that we have done the best 
under existing circumstances though much 
temains to be done. The biggest single 
problem for our country is th2 popula- 
tion explosion. This single factor practically 
neutralises all our development efforts 
and massive investmants and mist be 
handled effectively. The 
extension education and. carrying the 
message of family planning to millions of 
bed rooms, particularly in rural areas. 
There cannot be a simplistic mo2thod in 
this regard and the results obtained will 
affect the totality of services in regard 
to food, clothing, health, education, 
housing et al. Take the recent natural 
calam'ties in different parts of the country 
including Ovissa. But for our oyganisation 
and planning we would possibly have had 
famine conditions. By 2,000 A. D. our 
population is expected to reach a staggering 
figure of hundred crores. In India we 
have about 36 per cent of arable land 


150-Saheednagar, 
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problem is one of. 


under cultivation, which should be doubled 
to meet our requirement. In ths field of 
education also the large numbers dilute 
our efforts and put heavy strains on 


teacher-student ratios and the resulting 
performances. 


A unique achievemant of Shri Poonacha 
has been the introduction of Coffee growing 
to Orissa. In the Raj Bhavan itself he 
has planted Coffee successfully and proudly 
claims that the results have been gratifying. 
Th3 Agriculture Departmant is being advised 
to organise demonstration plots for growing 
Coffee and the Governor will be lovingly 
tem2m ered by Coffee enthusiasts for this 
contribution to Ovissa. 


Shri Poonacha spaaks with deep convic- 
tion and his enthusiasm and insights 
impressive and infectious. 
away with th3 feeling that his dedication 
to the people is total and his involvamant 
in their problems is deep and empathatic 
We n3ed more such sanior Statesman to 
guide the destiny of our country. 


ara 
One comas 
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Our “ADIBASI” and thei Agriculture 


ieee 


Ott “aaibest® otf tiibal population thithe 
State of Orissa is considerable high end 
occupies the second position in the country 
next to Madhya Pradesh. Their number in 
the State is 5,071,937 which is as high as 
23°11 per cent or about ith of the State’s 
total population. 


It is observed that the tribal population 
cOniinues from Orissa to the adjacent states 
of Andhra in South, Madhya Pradesh in West 
and Bihar in North and that is why it is 
opined by some of the historians that 
“Adibasi” might have been originated in the 
State of Orissa from where they were pushed 
towards jnterior by subsequent population 
pressure. There are 62 groups of different 
tribes including 13 major and important ones 
inhabiting in various districts, viz., Mayurbhanj, 
Keonjhar, Sundargarh, Sambalpur, Phulbani, 
Kalahandi, Koraput, Ganjam and Dhenkanal. 
The “Kandha’, “Gandia”, “Gonda’’, “‘Santal”. 
“Saura”, “Munda”, “Koya”, “Kohlla”, “Kotia”, 
“Lodha", “Ho”, “Bhotara”, “Parja”, “Juang”, 
“Bhuyans” and “Baigas” etc. ate a few 
tribal groups. 


Out of the total scheduled tribe workers of 
1,767,142 it’s about 52°38 per cent are culti- 
vators in their fields while an additional 36-72 
per cent of workers are agricultural labourers. 
This brings about the total workers dependant 
on agriculture and allied pursuit to 89:10 per 
cent and shows that agriculture plays predo- 
minate role in the pattern of economy of the 
“Adibasi’. Due to undulated and low fertility 
status of the land situated at the slopes of 
the hills and following of the age old un- 
scientific methods of cultivation, their per 
hectare yield is awefully low. 
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The shifting cultivation or “‘Podu Chash”, 
is an usual practice of the ‘“Adibasi” people. 
About 12,000 Sq. Km. are covered in “Podu” 
cultivation as a profession of 2 lakhs tribal 
people. This method -involves the cutting 
and burning of the trees and bushes in the 
hill slopes and preparation of patches of land 
for cultivation during Kharif season. In the 
first year they grow sesamum alongwith some 
pulses, i, e.. red gram, black gram. In the 
second and third year the land is recultivated 
for growing early rice, ragi, bajra, turmeric, 
etc. As such they grow crops continuously 
for about 2-3 years and again returned to the 
same patch after giving a rest of 5-6 years. 
By that not only they get low per hectare 
yield but also they destroy the forest wealth 
and encourage soil erosion through water 
that ultimately cause scanty and _ irregular 
rainfall with the drought and flood havoc. 
Due to its ilis and gravity this system is 
continuously discouraged. 


Whatever output-the “Adibasi” farmers get 
from the cultivations they fail to make best 
use out of that. The needy illiterate and 
simple “Adibasi” sale the produce at a very 
low price because of the lack of communica- 
tion and marketing facility. Exploitations by 
unscrupulous money lenders and middlemen 
are also there which aggravate the Situation 
although the opening of the T, D. C. shops 
at present in Some locations have come to 
their rescue to certain extent. The business- 
men entrap the tribal cultivators with the 
contract on preharvest sale price as a result 
the farmers lose their Monopoly of quoting 
the rate of their produce. The earnings of 
their hard labour pass on to the others 
leaving them in perpetual wants. 


Twisting of the mode of tribal agriculture 
is a hard task. While they are to be 


convinced for any modification in their 
cultivation, it should be borne in mind that 
chosen crop should be a food crop for 
themselves for which they are habituated 
and the crop should be harvested at their 
critical period of wants. The second one 
is that the whole tamily should be made 
agreeable to raise that type of crop as the 
family labour is contributed for cultivation. 
It will not be out of place to cite an 
experience here. Once.we had to conduct 
one field trial on groundnut on the field of 
an “Adibasi” in Mayurbhanj district parti- 
cularly supplying all inputs free of cost from 
the ICAR grant. Our interest was to 
collect the data giving the produce free to 
the farmer. He agreed to raise the crop 
and accordingly he prepared the land. But 
on the day of sowing the seeds when we 
reached at the site, he refused along with 
his wife and children because others of his 
family were not interested to grow ground- 
nut but ragi even though groundnut is a 
more paying crop than ragi. Thirdly 
growing of fruit trees in the tribal area is 
another successful programms. The tribal 
people, are not only habituated in taking 
leaves, flowers, fruits, etc., but also they 


Agronomist, Department of Agronomy 
Orissa University of Agriculture and 
Technology. Bhubaneswar. 
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have certain obligations and spiritual attach 
ment towards those trees. 


However, it has become a challenge to 
the agricultural workers to convince them 
on the scientific farm practices like soil 
testing, performance of hybrid seeds, appli- 
cation. and impact of balanced use of 
fertilizers and pesticides and the use of 
implements, etc., through successful demon- 
strations as ‘‘Adibasis’’ usually believe on 
what they actually see. At present there is 
thorough flow of money for the purposes 
from the Government that only needs 
meaningful utilisation. 

No doubt it must take time to modify 
their method of agriculture; the major 
VE eS 

; i cate persons are 
required. Posting of undesired 5 
hilly tracts of “Adibasis”” eee 

S” populated area as 


a measure of punishment ha 
tdly solv 
Purpose. The workers : an 


associate themselves with 
their every way of life developi 


sue pete of sympathy on them and then 

ater oe can be molded for any 
elr present system of aari 

ricultur 

that has been Prevailing for ages ee 


Must closely 
“Adibasis’” in 


ng confidence 


EDUCATION : 


Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 
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Raia Ram Mohan Roy championed the 
introduction of the British system of edu 
Cation in India, with iis study of the 
Physical and social sciences, because he 
realised that it introduced Indians to life- 
giving modern values. His victory in the 
battle between ancient and modern learning 
was a turning point in Indian education. 
He thus helped to raise India from the pit 
of religious superstition, social decay and 
national degeneration into which it had 
sunk and he ushered jn an age of scientific 
reasoning and progressive thinking through 
the spread of western literature and science, 


When Swami Vivekananda came on the 
Scene the colonial systemi of education 
Prevalent in the country had, no doubt, 
done something for promoting scientific 
Teasoning and progressive thinking. It had 
turned Vivekananda himself into a sceptic 
for some time. But he found that it was, 
predominantly, a clerk-making education. 
And he pleaded passionately for what he 
called ‘man-making’ education, “education 
manifesting the perfection that is already 
there in man, education which increases 
one’s strength of mind, expands the intellect 
and enables one to stand on one’s own 
feet”. He wanted religious education to be 
imparted—mystical humanist education in 
our terms, emphasizing being and becoming 
and the fact of realisation. Tagore desired 
that atmosphere of the entire worl’ 
should vibrate in educational institutions and 
that it should help to foster a broad-based 
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personality and a healthy national and inter- 
national outlook in students. East and West 
met in his Vishwa Bharati in equal pariner- 
ship. In his insistence on work-experience 
and education through work in his ashram 
schools, Gandhiji was to concentrate on 
Truth and Goodness. Here was Tagore 
emphasizing Beauty along with Truth and 
Goodness and creating opporiunities in 
Santiniketan for the education of the 
aesthetic sense. 


It Tagore insisted on the presence of the 
whole world within the four wal!s of his 
institution Sri Aurobindo emphasized the 
importance of the whole world of the 
Student’s personality being opened up and 
shaped in the classroom. He declared that 
spiritual education, national education and 
integral education should be regarded as 
the three stages of educational activity, or 
even three phases which could be taken up 
simultaneously. Sri Aurobindo saw the 
education of an individual as a Process of 
integration between his own body, mind 
and spirit, between truth and knowledge 
and between the individual society and the 
world, between science and Spirituality. It 
consists of a five-fold evolution—that of the 
physical, the vital, the mental, the psyshic 
and the spiritual layers in man. Sri Auro- 
bindo wanted the teacher himself to be an 
integrated personality, 


The Trusts established by Sri J. Krishna 
Murthi and Sadhu Vaswani also run some 


educational institutions in which experi- 
menis are being carried on to give a Spiritual 
tone to education. 


But the sad pari of it is that, even after 
Independence, very little attention has been 
paid to these centres by our universities 
and colleges. The Sri Ramakrishna Mission, 
for instance, the oldest agency in this field, 
has been running several educational! institu- 
tions and even a Specialised teacher-iraining 
institute. But none of these seems io have 
caught the fancy of any educationa! aut- 
horities.. When you can trade comfortably 
on what slender maieria! you have, why 
struggle hard to possess more ? That seems 
to be their philosophy of escape. 


Il 

Education should enable children to 
imbibe a system of values based on ihe five 
parts of the human personality. Truth which 
is the goal reached through the intuition and 
the intellect; Right conduct which is achie- 
ved through an unerring exercise of the 
human will; Peace which is the flow of 
intuition from above and ihe calm and quiet 
aitained by the vital and ihe heart; Love 
which wells out of the depths of sou! and 
comes to one as knowledge by identity: 
equating Beauiy with Truth; and Non- 
violence which is pure and impersonal 


love 

flowing from Spirit. 
In this way, the course should introduce 
children to balanced mora! and spiritual 


living. The conienis of the lessons will 
include the Indian heritage of 
of the unity of world religions, 
heritage of other paris of the w> 
figure in these lessons. 


tolerance and 
The cultural 
"Id will also 


A mote detailed explanation of 
values of the human persor 
bably be found helpful. 


means ‘Reality’ as it is and as itis grasped 
es {5 


in all its purity or genuineness: 

¥ + what ¢ 
Buddhists call Paramartha-Sathyam a Pee 
evident mel 


these five 
nality will pro. 
Sathya (Truth) 


Truth’. This is Beingness. 
awareness of the truth of being li 
means purity, Goodness 5; on pe 
demonstrated in one’s life, as applied. 
individual). Another Meaning is Mi. Ged 
kind of truth accepied pb Ohya 


Samwriti; ‘truth by General ¢ 
‘demonstrated conclusion’ 
comprehended by the 


Buddhists 
ent’ 


intellecs. 


Dharma means Law or Justice that is 
inherent in the structure of the universe. as 
created by God. “Good works done by man 
in accordance with this principle of law or 


vustice” is the secondary meaning that flows 
from the first one. 


Shanti : is also of two kinds. The first 
meaning is “Peace” or a kind of natural and 
self-existent calmness of mind. Where this 
is absent and where deliberate efforts have 
been made to cultivate “Peace”, there 
results a certain absence of passion or a 
certain indifference to objects of pleasure 
or pain. This is not the same as self-existent 
calmness. But it is to be welcomed as 
a first step towards ‘natural peace. Shanti 
wouid also mean the avoidance 
desire. Prema: Love. This is not just 
fondness or attachment. It is pure and 
of tam eats fom the sept 
sina a ae all that it flows 

, antment of delight. 


The fifth word, which can be used in 
the Context of these four is Ahimsa. tt 
'S probably ihe Most significant of 


these words. The other four words 
Mostly subjective in their i 
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i and moral 
this analysis and meant 


for primary school children of the age-level 
(6—9). But a full-fledged primary course 
curriculum also can be easily evolved from 
the foregoing analysis. 


What is the aim of this supplemeniary 
course ?. Its aim is to enable children to 
imbibe a system of values based on Truth, 


Right conduct, Peace, Love, and Non- 
violence, by introducing them io ethical 
values, spirituality and balanced _ living. 


The Indian heritage of tolerance, ihe unity 
of religions and of the cultura! aspecis and 
also the heritage of other parts of the 
world,‘where useful, will be used as content 
materials for lessons for this purpose. 


Truth, Right Conduct, Peace, Love and 
Non-violence are values that children 
should absorb. The general aim of the 
course is spelt out in terms of these 
objectives which can then be attempted 
by children. The objectives will change 
their nature and quality from stage to 
stage or age-level to age-level. 


Progress will be made towards ihe pursuit 
of Truth in two ways:— 


1. Improvement of the Memory and an aid 
for this purpose, by reciting stanzas, Stotras 
and prayers from various religions—(a) There 
will be one or two compulsory universal 
Prayers, one or two prayers from the 
child's religion and optiona! prayers belonging 
to various religions, (b) A few  sianzas 
and songs about God will also be selected. 


2. The second way will be through the 
9rasp of the significance of evenis, episodes 
persons and places and of fundamenial 
concepts and principles. For this purpose, 
episodes will be selected from epics like 
the Ramayana and the Mahabharatha and 
from scriptures and ihe lives of avaiars, 
prophets and sainis of all world religions. 
The significance of festivals celebrated by 
different religious communities will also be 
explained io children at this stage. 


The value of Right Conduci wil! be achie- 
ved in terms of five objectives—five groups 
of skills which, as explained already, ihe indi- 
vidual needs io cultivate. Professional skills 
will not figure at ihis stage of ihe chi!d’s 
career. Bui the child will develop the follo- 
wing ethical skills, self-help skills, classroom 
(socials) skills, subject skills:—(a) Ethical 
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skills; speaking the truth; non-stealing; non- 
quarreling; avoidance of waste of time, 
speech and energy; willingness to work hard, 
simple living and simple habits, (6) Self-help 
skills: Body care; personal hygiene; cleanli- 
ness; orderliness; independently attending to 
one’s own dress, grooming, etc; (Cc) Subject 
skills and (d) Classroom (social) skills: Sub- 
ject skills remain at the stage of basic 
comprehension at the age-level, 69. The four 
skills of reading, writing, listening and speak- 
ing get cultivated gradually. But the social 
skills include obeying rules; sitting in rows, 
maintaining silence; order and discipline; 
arranging mats; decorating pictures; lighting 
lamps, waving Arati. keeping books in order; 
punctuality, not disturbing the class while 
coming late, rolling up mats after the class; 
aviodance of waste. 


Peace—tThis value has to be cultivated 
through the following steps. The vital self 
(Pranamaya) can be trained in developing 
these qualities respect for parents, elders 
and ‘teachers; brotherliness; friendliness; 
humility; honesty and fairplay; sharing with 
others and respecting the rights of others to 
ownership. The development of these 
qualities results in the elimination of such 
bad tendencies and instinctive urges as 
ambition, greed, pride, jealousy and anger. 
‘Good manners’ will be a general genial 
approach to people and desirable, because 
they save the person from becoming 
offensive. 


Self-respect and consciousness of duty 
help a person to train himself to be indiffe- 
rent to both pain and pleasure. This is a 
stoic virtue even higher than the absence 
of passion. Self-respect is achieved through 
group work and through the child’s accep- 
tance by parents and teachers. Self-confi- 
dence is nurtured by adult approval and by 
the approval by friends. It is obtained 
through group activities, like talenis displays, 
service acilvities, excursions and displays 
of ari. 


The emotional pcise or balance Ina 
person induce the spontaneous outflow of 
peace. The initia! success in Meditation 
usually makes peace permeaie his 
consciousness. (Concentration helps a 
child io remain in peace. In the beginning, 
the child is taught the proper sitting posture 
and proper breathing. The teaching of Jap 
and conceniration on Jyothi follow next). 


The emotional dipositions mentioned 
above are, then, the steps which help the 
child towards Cultivating the value of Peace. 


The psychic value of Love is developed 
through faith and devotion or the reverence 
we have for God. The aids to a cultivation 
of this value are many; the impact of 
Avatars, saints and prophets; a study of 
their lives; listening to an exposition of the 
scriptures, Puranas and epics, participation 
in devotional croup singing; visits to holy 
places. 


As has already been said, it is also 
possible to awaken the child’s psyche 
through an appreciation of beautiful pictures 
of saints, colour films of their lives and 
devotional group singing of beautiful songs 
in which the child also may participate and 
of grand scenes of Nature. The festivals 
of India, with all their diversity and colour, 
can also be utilized. The love of God as 
basic principle of all festivals has to be 
stressed. 


Finally, Non-violence begins to be 
realised at this stage by cultivating a 
respect for all living and non-living things. 


Vice-Chancellor 
Institute for Higher Learning, 
Prasanti Nilayam, Anantpur-515134 
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As explained before, this has to be thought 
of nere more as an_ ethical principle than 
as a spiritual experience, which latter Status 
it may attain at a later stage. 


Group activitics : We may mention here 
Qroup activities which are multifaceted, 
promoting quite a few objectives together 


and hence not to be earmarked for any one 
of them. 


These are : 


(1) Project work, like the preparation 
of aids. 


(2) Participation in discussions, Public 
speaking and competitions. 

(3) The use of audio-visual aids, 

(4) Bhajans in which 


deities of different 
included. 


the names of 
religions are 


(5) Collective Prayers and Japas 
(6) Excursions. 


(7) Service activities 
(8) First Aig Classes. 
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Homage to Buxi Jagabandhu* 


Dr. Prasanna Kumar Mishra 
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Orissa lost her independence in 1568. 
For long 379 years Orissa was ruled by the 
Afghans, the Moguls, the Marathas and the 
British, During these years Orissa was a 
Chronically rebellious province. The British 
Occupied Orjssa in October, 1803. Wherever 
the rignts and privileges were suddenly 
taken away by force, there was resistance 
either organised or disorganised. The first 
half of 19th century was full of resistance 
to the British everywhere. And in the first 
Quarter of that century there was organised 
= tance on a large scale. ° 

Khurda, the capital of Orissa then, rose in 
revoli—tirst under the leadership of Jaya- 
krishna Rajaguru in 1804 and then in 1817 
under Jagabandhu Bidyadhara Mahapatra 
Bhramarbar Ray, popularly known as Buxi 
Jagabandhu. The first was a_ shortlived 
whereas the second had a lasting impression 
In the minds of the generations. The rising 
of 1817 manifested general feelings of 
discontent and disaffection among the 
People of Orissa. During the period from 
1805 to 1816 a system of extreme tyranny, 
violence and oppression existed which 
Proved ruinous to this once flourishing state 
by the consequent desertion of a large 
Number of the cultivators of the soil. Buxi 
Jagabandhu took up this cause and fought 
against the British authorities. He instigated 
some garjat chiefs and zamindars, and sent 
emissaries to Sambalpur and Nagpur to 
enlist their support in his cause. Buxi 
persuaded Raja Mukunda Dev II to champion 


the cause and openly declared him as _ their 
Gajapati. But the Raja did not want to run 
the risk: Not only Khurda but the whole 
of coastal Orissa stretching from Puri to 
Chandballi was under the _ influence of 
Buxi Jagabandhu. It was something 
unique. The British government was at 
first shocked and threatened him with 
expulsion ‘If not from the whole of Orissa, 
at least from the territory of Khurda’. 


The capture of Buxi Jagabandhu became 
a maiier of grave political concern to the 
Government. But it was not so easy. 
Because Buxi was supporied by the common 
people of Orissa, the chiefs of Baudh, Das- 
palla, Nayagarh, Shergarh and Ghumsar. 
Therefore, the British government took a 
very cautious step, and decided to pursue a 
conciliatory policy fo the Buxi. He was 
induced to surrender on certain terms and 
conditions. The government offered full 
and free pardon for his surrender. But 
there was no immediate response from Buxi 
Jagabandhu. On ithe other hand, ithe 
insurrentionary activities continued till 1824. 
In the meanwhile, government gradually 
captured most of the insurgents, and iook 
more attempts to bring about his surrender. 
Even all his family members were imprisoned. 
Still then he was at the helm of the affairs. 
The then Commissioner William Blunt was 
convinced that since ‘Buxi Jagabandhu’ was 
supported by some of the powerfull hill 
zemindars of Cuttack and Ganjam and had a 
good number of followers and had retained a 


* In commemoration of the death anniversary of this dedicated ieader of the people who died as a house 


prisoner 154 years ago. 
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Considerable hold’ upon the passions and 
affections of the people of Khurda’, it would 
be very difficult to suppress the insurrection 
or to capture him and his associates. 


In January, 1823 terms and conditions for 
the surrender of Buxi Jagabandhu were 
communicated in which it were mentioned 
that Buxi would get a monthly pension of 
Rs. 100 and his place of residence would 
be the town of Cuttack. But these offers 
were not acceptable to Buxi. To his bad 
luck his chief associate Krushna Chandra 
Bhramarbar Rai deserted him and he was 
left helpless and tried to take shelter in the 
garjat of Nayagarh. In May, 1825 he was 
compelled to accept the terms of the British 
government. The Raja of Nayagarh did not 
give him shelter any more. In such 
circumstances he was brought to Cuttack 
by Sheikh Waz Muhammad, Sheristadar of 
Cuttack, to live there as a house prisoner, 
Depressed, disheartened and disappointed, 
Buxi Jagabandhu breathed his last on 24th 
January 1829 leaving behind his two wives 


and the nine-year old son Gopinath 
Bidyadhar. 


The risings of 1817~24 under the leader- 
ship of Buxi Jagabandhu were the first 


Department of History 
Utkal University, 
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direct challenge of the people of Orissa to 


the alien rulers. It originated from the 
agrarian and economic grievances of the 
people. Buxi Jagabandhu was the pioneer 
mover of a ‘complete economic revolution’ 
in Orissa whose impact was on every body 
and everywhere. He was in true sense of 
the term a “people’s leader” who had gone 
deep to understand their conditions and 
problems. As a result, in spite of all 
inducements and persuasion by the British 
government, the focal inhabitants dit not 
offer their services against the insurgents 
and especially, refused to give any informa- 
tion about the Buxi. There was a strong 
bond of unity among the insurgents. 
Especially the Paiks did not betray their 
leader, in spite of heavy odds. 


Buxi Jagabandhu, the her, 
political upheaval 
eyes of Oriyas and 
authorities of the 
policies. 


was a base for 
Orissa, 
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Leprosy, a global health problem of 
yesier-years, is now largely prevalent in 
Asia, Africa and certain parts of South 
America which constitute the Third World. 
In Asian countries more particularly in South 
Asian countries, the incidence of leprosy is 
believed to be pretty high where the total 
Number of patients is believed to be far 
above the 6-million mark of 1980, out of the 
world total of around 19 million patients. 
In India the number of leprosy. patients has 
been estimated at 3:2. million by the Union 
Health Ministry recently. In other countries 
Of the region, viz., Bangla Desh, Maldives, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand, the number 
Of lepers is fairly large but in any case 
smaller than the existing number in India. 
The main reason of larger number of leprosy 
Patients in India, is of course the vastness 
Of the country and the population which is 
More than the combined Population of these 
Countries in the region. 


According io.a recent document of the 
World Health Organisation (W. H. O.), the 
Incidence of leprosy is higher in southern 
and eastern parts than other regions of 
India. Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Tamil Nadu 
and West Bengal are some of the States 
which jointly account for as many as 60 to 
70 per cent of leprosy cases in the country. 
Maharastra, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh are other States where the 
Number of lepers is fairly large. Even in 
City like Bombay there are numerous cases 
of leprosy patients mostly living in slums. 


The number has been estimated at 82,000 
for Bombay city and the incidence among 
the slum dwellers is as high as 12 per cent. 
According to- a survey conducted by the 
Greater Bombay State Employees Federation 
on 2,151 employees the rate of leprosy in 
these was found 14 per thousand. Onan 
average the rate of leprosy in Orissa -is 10°80 
per thousand, while in West Bengal it is 
8°50 and in Bihar 6-02 per thousand. 


The most unfortunate aspect of leprosy is 
the widespread ignorance about the disease 
and the wrong notions and misgivings with 
which it is so commonly associated by the 
people. The vicious circle of apprehensions 
and suspicion becomes more acute when 
the disease is ignored or kept secret by the 
patient until it takes a serious turn. The 
members of family of the sufferer also 
become alert and begin despising him. 
There are instances of many women having 
been divorced by their husbands and vice 
versa. It is unfortunate that in spite of spread 
of education ahd meaningfu |! researches 
having been done in and outside the country, 
leprosy has still been a social stigma and 
a great deal of prejudice against lepers and 
those who work in close association with 
them still persists. For instance, lepers are 
social outcasts in Pakistan where any disfi- 
gurement is regarded as a sign of Allah's 
displeasure and thus eternal damnation. The 
situation in India is not very much different 
from that of its neighbour where leprosy is 
considered a sin or divine curse and the 
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lepers, the victims of a disease turn out to 
be the victims of social condemnation. ' This 
finally results into denial of opportunities of 
early diagnosis, treatment and cure and the 
return of such people back to normal life 
with self-respect. The sufferers do not like 
to tell their family members about their 
ailment normally until it becomes too difficult 
for them to keep it secret any longer. The 
ignorance, stigma and fear all combine to 
make the disease an uncontrollable infection 
resulting into Serious deformities and worst 
cases of leprosy reaction. 


Leprosy is a disease and not a 
curse (or Allah’s displeasure) as is still 
believed to be by the less educated peopl? 
in many parts of the globe including India. 
In fact, leprosy is a_ bacterial infection 
caused by a germ called Mycobacterium 
leprea which is a clos relative of the germ 
that causes tuberculosis. The germ enters 
the body through small abrasions or cuts in 
the skin or through nosopharynix when a 
healthy person comes into contact with a 
person already suffering from the disease. 
However, a casual contact with a leper 
usually does not cause leprosy. The disease 
is communicated but is not congentia! or 
hereditary. It can be transmitted in aq 
crowded place where there is intimate contact. 
Children are more susceptible to infection 
than adults. The disease manifests itself 
usually after two to three years of infection, 
This latent period may be as short as wo 
to three months or as long as 20 or more 
years. 


There are two kinds of leprosy, 
the infectious or open type which 
gious and offers little chance to fo 
course unless treated. 
patients of this type of leprosy causes the 
spread of the disease. In fact, this is the 
most serious type of leprosy which affects 
the skin, the mucous membranes of the 
nose and upper respiratory tracts ang 
perepheral nerves. The Persons sufferin 
from this type of leprosy are Genes 
fingerless and have twisteg feet. Others y 
hideously deformed facially and have 1 Ae 
handicap of having lost the @ ed 
touch. A milder variety of th 
the patchy discolouration 
may result in partial or 
sensation in those patchy at 
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to common belief is neither hereditary nor 
incurable. ; 
Till the 1930 leprosy was _ incurable 


ailment and thus in most cases those who 
got the disease left home for good who 
either became beggars or simply wandered 
in jungle because they did not expect any 
sympathy from their family members and 
friends. With the emergence of su!phuno 
drugs (dapsone) in 1941 it was possible 
for the medical men and the patients to 
work for a cure from leprosy, besides 
ushering in a new hope of home treatment 
for cases detected in early stages.. The 
dapsone drug besides curing the patients 
has an advantage of rendering them non- 
infectious. The cost of the drug is about 
Rs. 50 per year per patient. There are some 
other effective drugs like rifampicin and 
clofazimine but these being costly (as much 
as 100 to 300 times as Costly 
and having side effects are 
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One of the most important advances 
being made by the health authorities to 
Contain leprosy is the research of the 
development of anti-leprosy vaccine. The 
Central JALMA Institute for Leprosy (Agra) 
has approached the WHO to provide it a 
batch o1 armadillos for creating a source 
bank of‘ Mycobacterium leprea that can 
Supply the bacilli to various research groups 
working on the vaccine in India. Apart 
from kuman beings armadillo happens to be 
the only known mamma! which can perform 
as an efficient host large 
quantities of feprosy bacilli, mycobacterium 
leprea. Researches in several other parts 
of the world have now reached the point 
at which a trial vaccine can soon be 
Produced for field trials. It is quite likely 
that Indian scientists make inroads into the 
formulation of anti-leprosy vaccine and in 
due course throw away leprosy from the 
Country in the manner small-pox has been 
eradicated from India. 


to produce 


Lecturer, Postgraduate Department of 
Business Administration, M. S. J. College, 
Bharatpur-321001. 


Obviously the recent researches raise a 
tay of hope among the sufferers who might 
well think that atleast their generation will 
be protected from the menace of leprosy 
when vaccine is finally made available for 
mass immunization. In the meantime there 
is need to implement effectively the Sixth 
Plan policy objectives to give a better deal 
to the existing lepers in the country and io 
contain leprosy as effectively as possible. 
While on the one hand there is a need to 
strengthen the existing research facilities to 
develop methods for early diagnosis, identi- 
fication of individuals with higher risk of 
developing leprosy, it is of vital importance 
to drive away ihe prejudices and stigma 
attached to it through appropriate publicity. 
The role of mass media is also important 
to educate the people in the importance of 
basic hygiene and sanitation ‘which can 
greatly Control! the menace of leprosy. If 
leprosy could be made part of the curriculum 
of medical students to create interest in the 
subject, it would go a long way in conitroll- 
ing the disease in a big way. 


a 


ORISSA TOP IN REHABILITATION OF BONDED LABOURERS 


Among the States, the performance of Orissa relating to identification 


and rehabilitation of bonded 
Centre to the best. 


labourers has been acknowleged by the 


Appreciating it, the Centre has released the first two instalments 
Of its share to enable the State to undertake rehabilitation of bonded 
labourers in to more districts—Sundargarh and Balasore during this 


year. 


According to an official review of the 25,5°0 bonded labourers 
identified by the end of December, 24,400 has been freed from their 


Masters’ clutches, and 


of them, 


12,800 has been rehabilitated, 


The government has given financial assistance to the freed bonded 


labourers for their rehabilitation. 


A government sub-committee, which also reviewed the Progress of 
distribution of surplus land, found that about 40,000 hectares has 
already been distributed from ouf of about £0,000 hectares taken over 
by the goverment. Of the 82,000 beneficiaries who were allotted the 
surplus land, about 60,000 belong to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 


Tribes. 


For improvement of the allotted land, the Government has 


disbursed Rs. 1°4 crores among the beneficiaries. 
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INDIA LEADS LIGHT 


‘ a 
i} to India like a child to its mother’s breast, because | feel that 
I cling to ! t i 
he gives me the spiritual nourishment that I need.... 3 
Ss 


—MAHATMA GANDHI 


Mother India is in many ways the mother of us all 


+ and out of that faith 
and consciousness of past greatness, we mu 


St build an India. Yet greater 
“han what she has been. 


—SWAmI VIVEKANANDA 


India’s work in world’s work, God’s work. Our Captain 
himself. He will lead us to the goal. 


—SHRI AUROBINDO 


The Race of Brahma Comes, 


—WHITMAN 


home from the ve 
began the dream of existence, jt ; 


ROMAIN ROLLAND 
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. 4nd a number of essays and poems in Oriya] 


THE ORIYA SAHITYOTSAV : 
Towards creating the right climate 


for Literature 


6 

A Government cannot create great 
literature, but it can help create the right 
climate for it’, observed Mr. Janaki Ballav 
Patnaik, the Chief Minister of Orissa, while 
inaugurating the Third Oriya Sahityotsab 
(literary festival) at the steel-township of 
Rourkela, Mr. Patnaik, himself a litterateur, 
made on the occasion an intelligent survey 
of the cultural history of Orissa. 


The Sahityotsav, observed already in 
Bhubaneswar in 1980 and the MIG. town- 
ship of Sunabeda in 1981, is the only 
occasion when Oriya writers of all cate- 
gories, young and old, modern and_conser- 
vative, come together, discuss their problems 
a'gue and shout and disperse. The number 
of author-delegates each year is increasing, 


thus Suggesting the popularity of such a 
Utsav, 


Rourkela is the largest city of Orissa and 
cause of its cosmopolitan character, it is 


sometimes described as a ‘mini India‘. The 
Choice of the venue was appropriate. 
Dr. Krushna Prasad Mishra, an eminent 


Short story writer and the President of the 
Lekhak Sammukhya, a Bhubaneswar based 
literary forum which organises this annual 
Utsav, feels that the utsav should be held 
at border areas and even outside Orissa, 
in order to create an awareness among the 
Oriyas about their ljterary and cultural 
heritage. And Dr. Mishra is right. For one 
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Dr. Ganeswar Mishra* 


thing, most of the Oriya writers live in the 
coastal districts of Cuttack, Puli (Bhubane- 
swar is a part of it) and Balasore and many 
delegates present at Rourkela, particularly 
the younger ones, admitted that they had 
never been to the steel-township earlier. 


The utsav continued for three days: the 
25th, 26th and 27th December 1982. 
Seminars were held on poetry, fiction, 
drama and criticism. As many as fifty authors 
participated and expressed their views. There 
was a great deal of liveliness and enthusiasm 
in their discussions. 


The seminar on fiction was ‘presided over 
by Rajkishore Ray, a veteran story writer and 
a retired Professor of Oriya. Achyutananda 
Pati, a schoo! teacher with several volumes 
of short stories to his credit, was ithe Quest 
of honour. Story writers talked about their 
work. Prabhat Mohapatra, a Lecturer in, 
English and author of two story Collections, 
observed that modern living has ceased to be. 
meaningful as people have no Iove for food. 
of aesthetics. He writes about such logs. 
Jagadish Mohanty, who works in a coal mine: 
area and has four collections to his credit. 
talked about the misery and alienation of 
modern man, referring to Camus and Kafka, 
Dash Benhur, a Lecturer in Political Science 
with as many as fifty stories puplished in 
different Journals, noted that each of his 
Stories represented a slice of his emotion. 


Naru Mohanty, another young and promising 


*[Ganeswar Mishra has obtained his Ph. D. from the 
Reader in English, Utkal University, Bhubaneswar, 
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He has published three novels, 


ry, England and is now a 
a collection of short stories 


University of Kent at Canterbu 


writer, said that through hls writing he was 
struggling to get rid of his agony and 
suffering. 


The seminar on poetry was equally lively. 
It started with a papar presented by Rajendra 
Panda, an administrative officer who is a Poet 
of rare distinction, with half a dozen volumes 
already published. Though Panda is not a 
critic, his paper was thorough, balanced and 
fresh. Poets who spoke included Saurlndra 
Barik (a Reader in English and winner of 
Orissa Sahitya Academy awerd for poetry), 
Dr. Phani Mohanty (a Lecturer in Philosophy 
with three volumes of poems), Gopal Krushna 
Rath (a Lecturer in Law with one volume), 
Hrushikesh Mallick (a Lecturer in Oriya), 
Sudhansu Mohan Routroy (an administrative 
officer with two volumes) and Binode 
Chandra Nayak, a senior poet and winner of 
Sahitya Academy award. Recitation of poetry 
(Kavitapathotsav) which followed, continued 
from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. and as many as a 
hundred poets read their poems. Both the 
poems and the discussions On poetry clearly 
indicated the heavy leanings of Oriya poets 
towards romanticism. It may be noted in 
passing that iN spite of the charge of 
obscurity against modern Poetry, the number 
of collections of poems in Oriya has suddenly 
gone up in recent years and editors complain 
of too many poems reaching their desks | 


The drama _ seminar was 
‘Pranabandhu Kar and the guests of 
were Ramachandra Mishra 
Panigrahi. Both Kar and Mish 


presided over by 


honour 
and Ramesh 


‘a represented 
the older generation of dramatists and 
Panigrahi the younger, mM i Shra wags 
prominent in the forties a 


} nd the fifties 
his plays dealing with class Struggle 


Marxist vein were Popular, Though not a 
prolific writer, Kar has helped the Oriya 
_ theatre take its Modern form, i 


When 


Panigra 
Lecturer in English and a esters: rs 
Post-Graduate Department Gf English 
Uikal University 
._Bhubaneswar-4, 
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modern American drama, has tried to blend 
the latest Western dramatic techniques with 
those of the indigenous folk forms. Some 
participants felt that the Oriya theatre has 
failed to influence the socjety at large and 
has served mostly as a source of enter- 
tainment. Others thought that there was 
‘communication gap’ between the theatre 
and its audience and the so-called pioneers 
of various modern dramatic movemenis with 
their heavy borrowings from the West, have 
no grasp of reality and have utterly failed, 
Alaka Chand, associated with the production 
of a  nuimber of plays at 

complained the way women charac 
presented on the Stage, often 
symbo!s, and quite a few supported 


Rourkela, 
ters were 
as sex 
her, 
The seminar on literary critis 
with a tone of Controversy when many 
Complained that literary criticism in Oriya 
was hardly impartial and that most of the 
Critics lacked knowledge in Modern critical 
methodology, The seminar was_ presided 
Professor of Oriya 


was Dy, Nrushingha 
SOr of nutrition and 
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After the fo i 


tmation of the Orissa State in 
ape ven almost all Oriya-speaking areas 
fee ae t Under one Political administra- 
education a ie ths reid growth of 
nes nd industries, after Independence, 
va literature has Got a big impetus. !n 
Ourkela alon as man 


Y as ten periodicals 
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regularly at the Civic 
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Orissa Review extends Republic Day 
Greetings to its learned readers and patrons 
On this auspicious day. 


The birth of a Republic soon after the 
attainment of Independence and the conti- 
nuity of a national frame work of mind 
speaks highly of the inventive genious of 
the founding fathers of the Republic and 
the indomitable spirit of the generations 
who have fought hard to keep up the 
tradition. The functioning of the popularly 
elected Governments over the last decades 
and more have been a beacon of hope and 
aspiration against a dark background. _ We, 
Indians are naturally proud of our heritage 


and the system of Government decided by — 


the governed from time to time, at regular 
intervals, 


Education forms a corner stone of the 
republican form of Government. Dr. V. K. 
Gokak, the eminent educationist surveys the 
System of education over a panaroma of 
ttme—past, present and future, in this issue. 
We hope this will be widely read and 


discussed. The advent of modern methods 
like television in the field of education 
forms the subject-matter of another article 
of interest in this issue. 


But culture is not wholly dependant on 
education. A country thrives in its culture. 
A significant example of such culture is a 
blind Adivasi Poet of Orissa called Bhima 
Bhoi. In short pregnant verses Bhima Bhoi 
tried to formulate the formless, describe 
the indescribable. Professor Shatrughna 
Nath discusses on this Poet-saint of Orissa 
in an informative essay. 


Buxi Jagabandhu is a hero B iisca, who 
fought against foreign powers when- every 
thing looked biank. His valour and_ love of 
his fellow men were legendary. It is 
proper that his memories are rekindled in 
this issue by Dr. Prasan Kumar Mishra. : 


In presenting this issue, we offer our good 
wishes for a happy New Year to our well 
wishers and readers. 


Soke anouite Cam prbiery, 
es ae 
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